EVENING STANDARD MONDAY 20 JUNE 2011 A 47

Cardear D=1
Public Sector Reci vitient

~wOLLUE INCUI

Teaching & Education

Toadvertise call: 02079383838

Living in perfect harmony

The London Music Masters' Bridge Project —
which aims for musical and community unity
— offers primary students from Lambeth a
chance to perform with leading musicians at
the Royal Festival Hall. By Niki Chesworth

NINNOVATIVE
engaging young chﬂdren
directly with cutting-edge
contemporary music will
primary schools
pafotmatthekwall-‘sdvauhlllma
Chlldren involved with charity
London Music Masters’ (LMM) Bridge
Project will take part in the premiere
of a new work by awardﬁg-winnhg
composer Charlotte Bray. They will be
playing with the London Philharmonic

June 28 as part of the LPO’s Bright
Concert.
Bray admits to being “quite daunted”

at the prospect of writing for children
as young as six to enable them to
perform alongside Pikeand oneofthe tion for me in writing the piece wasto
-UK’s leading orchestras. balance and vary the roles that each

“But when I went into the schools, I  part of the ensemble has.
was so impressed by the ability ofthe  “I was keen to provide the Bridge
kids and realised how rewarding violinists with a big theme where they
it would be to write something are the focus of attention as well as
especially for them tobecome actively  sections where they become partofthe
involved in, to fire their imagination LPO in accompanying the soloist.”
and ultimately to give the work its  Thechildren on the Bridge Projectwill
premiere,” she says. engage in a further major new work

The Bridge Project provides each following this project. LMM has com-
child with two hours of music tuition  missioned Martin Suckling
per week in group and paired to write a concerto for violinist Agata
music sessions. with The new work, entitled
children aged five, the Grains, will be premiered later
programme offers general year. Suckling, who isa composition
musicianship - song, tutor at the University of
movement, story and will introduce this new work to the
- to develop a sense of Bridge Project students in a series
g’li:“h and rh)l:h;. mmﬂm&

ey progress in t young
second year to violin ~. with the inspirational
lessons both in pairs world of contemporary
and in groups. ! \ music.

In the schools, | By targeting inner-
LMM has provided % city boroughs,
instruments and . the Bridge
organised regular . Project identi-
trips for the chil- | fies and nur-
dren to hear profes- | ) tures young
sional orchestras, children who
sitting among the might not oth-
players of the LPO erwise have the
and participating in chance to engage
their rehearsals. in classical music.

Bray’s new work aims Theprojectencour-  lies: 46 per cent of children at Ashmole
to highlight Pike’s ages children, their  School receive free school meals while
artistry as one of families and their  atjJessop it is 42 per cent.

Britain’s best young communities to Bridge Project has far-reaching
violinists while simul- develop a benefits for the children. The teachers
taneously engaging the appreciation for have testified to a marked improve-
already impressive classical music. In  mentin discipline and concentration,
skills the Bridge Project particular, itaimsto  confidence and self-control, co-opera-




