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classical music

Sir Neville Marriner: dressed up to the nines during his days at the Academy of St Martin
in the Fields

We¶re in Gdansk for the launch of the I,Culture Orchestra (sounds like an

Apple product, someone points out). The new band has Sir Neville Marriner

as guest conductor, at 87, still on sparkling form. The Orchestra has

brought together young musicians from across Eastern Europe “to

encourage better cultural understanding” between Poland, Belarus,

Ukraine, Moldova, Georgia, Armenia and Azerbaijan. New music specialist

Pavel Kotla is the artistic director and co-conductor (pictured beloZ Zith

Marriner) – he has championed works by the likes of Charlotte Bray and

Ian Vine as part of the LSO UBS:PioneeUV series.

The orchestra¶s birth is a cultural

initiative marking Poland's presidency of

the European Union. Unlike in this

country where arts funding is being cut,

the project represents Poland¶s belief of

the importance of the arts – last year¶s

PolVka YeaU had a budget of about four

million Euro which was spent putting on

events throughout the UK (their

research said it was money well-spent,

that people¶s image of Poland changed

for the better).

The I,Culture project will set them back

another million or so. It is paid for by the

privately funded Adam Mickiewicz Institute, so it isn¶t European tax payers¶ money

going down the tubes for an artistic experiment. There is also a decidedly political

subtext.

The Orchestra is one attempt by the Poles to put down a marker as a leader of

Eastern Europe, and not just culturally. The Orchestra is notably independent
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